SENATE BILL REPORT
SB 5973

As of February 18, 2015

Title: An act relating to raffle tickets for traffic congestion relief.
Brief Description: Offering raffle tickets to benefit traffic congestion relief.
Sponsors: Senators Benton and Angel.

Brief History:
Committee Activity: Commerce & Labor: 2/18/15.

SENATE COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE & LABOR
Staff: Mac Nicholson (786-7445)

Background: The Washington Lottery (Lottery) was established in 1982 to produce
revenues for the state. Proceeds from lottery revenues are deposited into the State Lottery
Account to support lottery operations and also for specific beneficiaries. Lottery
beneficiaries include the following:

* the Washington Opportunity Pathways Account;

* distributions to counties for payment of stadium bonds;

* problem gambling education;

* economic development; and

* the state general fund.

The Washington Lottery has general authority to conduct draw games. A raffle is a type of
draw game where the Lottery conducts a drawing to determine winning tickets.

Summary of Bill: The Lottery must conduct up to four statewide raffles per year, starting in
2016, to benefit traffic congestion relief. The raftle tickets will go on sale on a date
determined by the Lottery, with a drawing to occur in conjunction with President's Day, July
4, Thanksgiving, and an additional day as determined by the Lottery.

All net revenues from raffle ticket sales are deposited in the traffic congestion relief account,
which is created in the motor vehicle fund. Money in the account may be spent only for
purposes of funding the construction of state highway traffic congestion relief improvement
projects that focus on capacity improvements to the corridor.

This analysis was prepared by non-partisan legislative staff for the use of legislative
members in their deliberations. This analysis is not a part of the legislation nor does it
constitute a statement of legislative intent.
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Appropriation: None.
Fiscal Note: Available.
Committee/Commission/Task Force Created: No.

Effective Date: Ninety days after adjournment of session in which bill is passed.
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